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Drunkenness. By George B. Wilson, M.B., CM. London: 
Swan Sonnenschein & Co. Pp. x, 161. 

The primary object of this new volume in the "Social Science 
Series" is, as stated in the preface, to present the student of social 
science with a study of drunkenness as a nervous disease. That 
conduct is related to a physical basis would not, I suppose, be 
denied by the most "idealistic" moralist, and that is enough for 
Mr. Wilson's purpose. This statement, therefore, of the physio- 
logical and pathological aspects of drunkenness, if somewhat slight 
in substance, contains matter of interest and significance for the 
student of ethics, whether theoretical or practical. The author 
would have increased the usefulness (and authority) of the book 
if he had confined himself to this point of view and expanded it. 
His chapter upon "Therapeutics" is mainly made up of observa- 
tions upon the "moral" and "legislative" treatment of inebriety, 
and these are not characterized by any novelty or distinction, or 
scientific interest. The consideration of the "Gothenburg Sys- 
tem" is in particular very perfunctory, and hangs rather loosely 
on to the rest of the book ; the question seems beyond the province 
and special knowledge of the writer, and he freely resorts to opinions 
and reports of anything but a scientific character. In his chapter 
on "Etiology" the author raises a question of considerable inter- 
est, — viz., the heredity of drunkenness in the light of Weismann's 
theories, — but the discussion generally is not profound or far- 
reaching. 

Sidney Ball. 
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